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moderate claims of the German nation, we may hope for
the re-establishment of peace and general satisfaction.
What was going on in the German mind? Had the
world turned upside down? It was not surprising to find
the King of Hanover-Regent of England-standing up
for German liberties. But it was surprising to see Prussia
and Austria, in the early meetings of the committee,
posing as the godparents of a free and peaceful Germany
against the specious and equivocal arguments of Bavaria
and Wiirttemberg. Yet the key to this puzzle was in
Vienna. In the story of the Revolution there was one
figure, Napoleon, who was always on stage and who seemed
to control everything. And there was another figure who
remained behind the scenes, apparently no more than an
official cipher, ageless and anonymous, a kind pf abstract
sovereignty setting itself up against power incarnate. Yet,
this invisible abstraction was no less important than the
tangible incarnation. It was Francis II, who had become
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire in 1792.
He was hardly more than a child in politics, having ac-
ceded to the throne at the age of twenty-four. And he was
not even a German, but an Italian, a Florentine born in
the Pitti Palace in 1768, who owed his astonishing good
fortune to an accident of monarchic heredity. If his uncle,
Joseph II, had produced any children, Francis would have
had to be satisfied with the modest title of Grand Duke of
Tuscany; if his father, Leopold, had not died young, he
would not have ascended the imperial throne until much
later, with a great deal more experience. And yet the
accession of thjis child was the turning point in the progress
of the Revolution and of Europe* Up till then, the rela-
tions between revolutionary France and the Austrian Em-
pire had been confined to an exchange, of diplomatic notes
and to mutual distrust. Although Vienna wanted to help
the endangered French monarchy and to defend the inter-
ests of the Empire, threatened by the Revolution, neither